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Former president Jean Bertrand Aristide launched a new group to carry his political message to
the Haitian people, especially the poor who have long been his base of support. While the former
president said the creation of the new organization does not signify a rupture with the government
of President Rene Preval, evidence of strain between the administration and Aristide is growing.
When Aristide returned to Haiti from a recent trip abroad, he announced the formation of the
new political movement, the Fanmi Lavalas (Lavalas Family), to pressure for certain political
changes and to prepare the groundwork for his presidential bid in the year 2000. Aristide made his
announcement on Nov. 3 at a gathering of 1,500 supporters in the city of Jacmel, 90 km southeast of
the capital of Port-au-Prince.
While Aristide avoided calling the new organization a "party" and insisted that it did not signify
a break within the governing Lavalas coalition, it clearly is being organized to support the former
president's political aims. The former president said he will try to bring back the unity of the Lavalas
coalition (Front National pour le Changement et la Democratie, FNCD) that brought him to power
in 1990, and which later split into several groups, including the Organisation Politique Lavalas
(OPL) and the FNCD. Aristide was elected in late 1990 and took office in January 1991, but was
overthrown in a military coup less than a year later. He returned to power following a US-led
military intervention in September 1994 (see NotiSur, 09/23/94 and 11/09/94). His successor, Rene
Preval, was elected in December 1995 with the support of the OPL, a coalition of three separate
parties within the Lavalas umbrella (see NotiSur and 10/06/95 and 02/16/96).
The Preval administration has been caught between pressures to implement strict structural
adjustment policies demanded by the international lending institutions such as the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank and opposition to those measures from the Lavalas
base and grassroots organizations (see NotiSur, 03/22/96 and 05/31/96). In addition, differences
between Preval and Aristide who once were called twins because they were so close personally
and politically have become more evident in the months since Preval took office. One of the major
differences regards the privatization of several state enterprises, which Preval supports and Aristide
opposes. However, the privatizations are a non-negotiable demand of the international lenders for
continued support and desperately needed new loans. Some analysts in Haiti expressed concern
about possible divisive effects of Aristide's new grouping within the legislature as well as within the
ruling coalition.
At the rally in which Aristide announced his new organization, some members of the OPL
distributed fliers that accused Aristide of depleting the public treasury and of dividing the popular
movement. Popular Port-au-Prince mayor Emmanuel Charlemagne said Aristide should distance
himself from some close associates implicated in corruption before starting a new organization, and
he underlined his reservations about the former president, saying, "I cannot follow Aristide at this
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moment." However, Aristide insists that "there will be unity in diversity, not conformity" among the
different Lavalas tendencies in Haiti, and he said that recent criticisms of the present administration
had been beneficial. "My comments gave us all the opportunity for self- reflection and showed
us how important it is to be united," said Aristide. Aristide first confirmed speculation about his
political ambitions last month at a conference in Costa Rica.
On Oct. 11, Aristide said he was considering running for president again if he had the support of
a broad enough sector of Haitian society. "Today I am serving my people and I have four years to
decide whether I will seek the presidency again," said Aristide. "I am thinking about it. In October
1990, I accepted the candidacy because the people asked me to. I have always listened to the people
and I will continue to listen to them." At the conference, former Costa Rican president and Nobel
Prize-winner Oscar Arias said he hoped Aristide would be Haiti's next president and would finish
the task he began of constitutionally abolishing the Haitian army. During Aristide's tenure, the
legislature passed a bill to outlaw the army. However, according to Haitian law, constitutional
changes require passage by a second legislative vote. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 10/11/96;
Inter Press Service, 11/01/96; Reuter, 11/03/96; Spanish news service EFE, 11/04/96)
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